- 1770 .

200th

mversary
The

ex*

The f irst

Methodist Church North
vr nrfll nf
of Mo
New „Ycr
ich rrOV6) New
I
Ash
ComMled By
' KENNETH A. ^^^ ^^

EMBURY UNITED METHODIST c%URCH

- 1770-

PHILIP EMBURY
Father of American Methodism

-INDEXPage

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9
10
11
12

13
14
15
17
18
24
26
28
29
32
33

1688
1729
1720
1728
1760-70
1766
1768
1770
1773
1775
1770
1773-88
1788

The Palatines
Origin of Methodism
Abraham Binninger
Philip Embury
Embury in New York
First Class in N. Y.
Early American Methodism
Embury leaves New York
Death of Embury
Camden Methodists go to Canada
Formation of Ashgrove Society
Struggle of Ashgrove Society
F i r s t C o n f e r e n c e P r e a c h e r in
Ashgrove
1788
First Church in Ashgrove
1803
First Church enlarged
1832
Second Church at Ashgrove
1835
Second Church burned
1836
Third Church at N. White Creek
1836
Dedication of Third Church
1861
Third Church enlarged
1839-58
Temporary Church at Ashgrove
1769-32
Comments on Ashgrove Methodism
1788-1970 List of Ashgrove-Cambridge Pastors
—
List of Deeds & Legal Documents
1970
Church Directory
1970
Church Membership Roll
-Map
—
Committee

THE PALATINES:- Nearly all of the original Methodists in
Ashgrove were Palatines. They were Irish Palatines, German
by nationality yet Irish by faith, descendents of German Protestants driven from their native land by LouisXIV of France.
To the east of France was the Palatinate of the Rhine, one of
the seven electorates of Germany. Louis XIV made war
against them from 1688 to 1697. During the reign of Queen
Anne of England (1702-14) a fleet was sent to Holland which
took away 7000 Palatines who had fled to that place. Some were
colonized in England, 3000 were sent to America and 500
families were sent to Ireland. The ones who arrived in Ireland
settled in the Counties of Kerry and Limerick. Within the
County of Limerick and in a radius of seven miles of Rathkeale four Palatine communities were formed. One each at
Court Matrix, Killeheen, Pallas and Balligarane. The fifty
families at Balligarane settled on the Estates of Lord Southwell. One of these families was the Imbergers. Andreas
Imberger was a 25 year old Lutheran husbandman and vinedresser who had arrived at St. Catherine, England in 1709. He
had a son Philip born about 1728 in Balligarane. By 1759
this family name had been anglicized to Embury. It was this
Philip Embury who was converted to Methodism under John
Wesley, migrated to America and formed the first Methodist
Class in New York City, in 1766. All of the Palatines were
Lutherans and those who came to Ireland were thoroughly
demoralized because of lack of spiritual welfare. The Church
of England at that time was subservient to the civil government and the time was ripe for a revival of religion.
ORIGIN OF METHODISM 1729:- Methodism started with a
group of dedicated students at Oxford University in 1729 under
Charles Wesley who formed a Holy Club. Soon John Wesley
of Lincoln College and George Whitefield of Pembroke College
joined them. From that time on John Wesley dominated
the group. These men met every evening for prayer and
religious study and were so regular in their habits that they
were nicknamed Methodists,
They began to draw large
audiences urging that human conduct be patterned upon the
teachings of the New Testament. These teachings seemed
to make people feel that the Divine Spirit had touched their
lives and given them new meaning, beauty and power. They
believed the Bible was the one sufficient rule of faith and
practice. They used revised forms of the Church of England
baptismal, sacramental and marriage services. They attacked
the moral and social wrongs and worked for justice and equal
rights for all men. John Wesley preached these beliefs and
Charles put them into hymns. Finally John organized a great
system of class meetings which spread over the entire United
Kingdom and eventually to America.

ABRAHAM BINNINGER 1720-1811;- Abraham Binninger was
a compeer of Philip Embury. He was born Jan. 18, 1720 in
Canton Zurich, Switzerland in a village called Bachen Bulach.
He was a Moravian minister who was in New York when his
friend Philip Embury was there and may have come with him
to West Camden in 1770. In 1734 when Binninger was a lad
of fourteen his parents left their native Switzerland and in
1735 set sail for America where young Binninger may have
met Charles and John Wesley who were at that time establishing a missionary in Georgia.
Historians say that both
parents of young Binninger died aboard ship two days out of
Georgia and were buried at sea but Binningers own diary
does not mention this. It says; "In 1734 I went with my
parents to South Carolina. On the journey while in London
I became somewhat acquainted with the first Brethern who
went to Georgia,..My dear mother died on this journey....In
Carolina my father settled in Purisburg. In 1736 I went with
my father to Friderike in Georgia and worked with him as a
carpenter. In November of this year my father died. Near
the end of 1739 I worked for Mr. Whitefield..." Up to this
time young Binninger had been of the Reformed religion but
with the blessings of both parents he was permitted to join
the Brethern after their death. He later worked with the
Brethern at Bethlehem, Penn. and the surrounding area. He
was ordained a deacon in 1756 and served among other places
in the West Indies. He preached in the Moravian church at
West Camden and assisted Embury and Ashton in preaching at
Ashgrove. A daughter married into the Embury family and
several of his children were baptized in the Ashgrove church.
Abraham Binninger died in West Camden Mar. 26, 1811 at the
age of 91 and now rests in the burial ground there.
PHILIP EMBURY 1728-1760:- Philip Embury converted to
Methodism under John Wesley preached his first Methodist
sermon in 1766 at New York City where he was instrumental
in building the first Methodist church in 1768. Together with
Thomas B. Ashton he also formed the first Methodist Society
North of New York at Ashgrove in 1770. He was born in
Balligarane, County of Limerick, Ireland. There is no record
of his birth but he was baptized Sept. 29, 1728. He received
part of his education in German under Philip Guire the
Burgomaster at Balligarane and part in an English school at
nearby Rathdeale after which he apprenticed to a carpenter.
He was quiet, diffident and melancholy. As a young man he
heard his first Methodist sermon when Robert Swindells
preached in Limerick on Mar. 17, 1749. In 1750 John Wesley
preached at New Market about 8 miles from Limerick. It
has not been established that Embury heard Wesley preach but
he was impressed by the early Methodists and on Dec. 25, 1752

he was converted to this form of religion. In his little family
book of records was later found this brief entry;"On Christmas Day, being the 25th of December in
the year 1752 the Lord shown unto my soul by a
glimpse of His redeeming love; being an earnest
of my redemption in Christ Jesus, to whom be
glory for ever and every- amen."
In 1756 John Wesley preached at Balligarane and in 1758 in the
church at Court Matrix which had been erected largely by
the physical efforts of Philip Embury. On June 21, 1758
John Wesley held his third Irish Conference in Limerick.
Embury was at this time made a class leader and local
preacher. He was also recommended for the itineracy and
placed on the reserve list. The itineracy did not materialize
for Embury since he intended to get married and traveling
preachers were not allowed to 'lead about a sister'. On
Oct. 31, 1758 Philip Embury married Margaret Switzer,
daughter of Christopher and Elizabeth Switzer of Court
Matrix. They were married in the church at Rathkeale and
were destined to have six children;- Catherine Elizabeth
(1760-1762), John Albert (1762-1766), Samuel (1765-1853),
Catherine (1767-1833), Anna (1769-1775) and Philip Jr.
(1772-1775). Only Samuel and Catherine reached maturity.
When Philip and Margaret were married conditions in Ireland
were not good and were getting worse so their thoughts
turned to America. Some of their friends were weavers and
wanted to acquire and develope a linen and hemp industry
in the new world. It is thought they sailed for America on
the Perry under Capt. Richard Hogan, although no record
of the passenger list has ever been found. The ship left River
Shannon at Limerick on June 9, 1760 and arrived at Pecks
slip in New York on Aug. 10, 1760. Among those who came
with Embury were his brothers David, Peter and John; his
cousins Paul and Barbara Ruckle Heck.
EMBURY IN NEW YORK CITY 1760-1770;- When Philip
Embury arrived in New York there was no Methodist church
there. Three months after he arrived his first child Catherine
Elizabeth was born on Nov. 19, 1760. Because there was no
Methodist church the baby was baptized in the Trinity Luthern
church (Anglican) on Jan. 9, 1761. Embury was a carpenter
by trade but also an educated man and in order to support
his family he taught school on Little Queen Street. Previous
to this he had taught some at the private school of Samuel
Fosters on Carman Street. To remain in New York was not
the purpose of Embury. He and his friends had come to
America to establish a linen and hemp business so they

attempted to buy some land away from New York. These
were difficult times for moving and settlement. From 1749
to 1764 Gov. Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire had been
issuing grants on land contested for ownership by grants
issued by Gov. George Clinton of New York. New Hampshire
claimed to own land west to the Hudson River and New York
claimed to own east to the Connecticut River. This overlapping of claims caused considerable confusion and in some
cases property had to be protected at gun point. Little or
no settlement occurred during the French and Indian War of
1754-63. When Embury applied for a grant on Feb. 1, 1763
and again on Sept. 14, 1763 he was unable to get a return on
his petition. On Sept. 9, 1765 a return was finally made.
This was for land later called the Embury-Wilson Grant which
now forms part of the Town of White Creek and extends into
the State of Vermont. The petition was given under the hand
of Lt, Gov. Cadwallader Golden, Commander in chief of the
Province of New York and was dated Oct. 31, 1765.
FIRST METHODIST CLASS IN NEW YORK 1766;- Embury
had now obtained land on which to settle but circumstances
still prevented him from leaving New York for another five
years. During this time he was to preach his first Methodist
sermon in America. On Oct. 12, 1766, at his home at 10
Barrack St. (later Augustus St.) he preached to five people
including his wife, Paul and Barbara Heck, John Lawrence
and Betty a negro servant girl. From this beginning a class
was soon formed and the first meeting was on Oct. 26, 1766.
Embury was pressed into forming this class by his cousin
Barbara Ruckle Heck who in the famous story of the card game
helped arouse in him a sense of his obligation to the religious
needs of his Palatine friends. Also it might be that at this
time he needed solace and realized that by preaching he had
a way to fill that need. He had lost two children and two
brothers since coming to America. As more people came
to hear the preachings of Embury his house could no longer
accommodate them so a large upper room was hired in the
neighborhood. One evening in February 1767 his congregation
was surprised if not alarmed by the appearance of a stranger
who preached to them. He was Capt. Thomas Webb, retired. The
former barracks master at Fort Orange (Albany). Born in
England 1724 Webb lost his right eye in the battle of Quebec
under General Wolfe. He returned to Bristol, England where
he was converted to God by John Wesley then he was sent to
Fort Orange where he is said to have performed family
prayer and exhortation. Webb came to New York to assist
in the Methodist cause and he and Embury took turns preaching there. Dressed in his regimentals, apatch over his empty
eye socket, his sword resting on the pulpit he must have been

an impressive sight. From New York he went to Wilmington,
New Castle and Baltimore, finally returning to England where
he died in 1796, John Adams heard Webb preach in 1774 in
Philadelphia and said he was one of the most fluent and
eloquent speakers he had ever heard. As the congregation
continued to grow in New York larger accommodations were
needed so in 1767 they moved to the rigging loft on Horse and
Cart Street (now Williams Street), a place previously occupied
by the Baptists,
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH IN NEW YORK 1768;- With
classes continuing to increase plans for a Chapel were conceived and approved so a board of Trustees was appointed
including Philip Embury, Paul Heck, Capt. Thomas Webb,
William Lupton, Henry Newton, Charles White, Richard
Sause and Thomas Taylor. On Mar. 29, 1768 lots 112 and
113 on Golden Hill (now John Street) were leased. The area
was then known as Shoemakers Ground. It was between what
is now Nassau and Williams Streets. The price was 600 pounds
and it was purchased from Mary Barkley, widow of the Rev.
Henry Barkley who had been the second rector of Trinity
Church, The property was leased for one year from Mar.
29, 1768 and on Mar. 30, 1768 the deed of sale was executed,
the Society to pay ground rent until the debt was met. On Nov.
2, 1770 a second deed of sale was made setting forth in detail
the use to which the land was to be put. By Oct. 1768 the
building was completed and named the Wesley Chapel in
honor of the founder of Methodism, John Wesley. The adjoining building was the preacher's house and library, the basement
being used as a home for the sexton. The first sermon known to
have been preached in the new Chapel was by Philip Embury
on Oct. 30, 1768. His text for the sermon was taken from
Hosea X-12 "Sow to yourself in righteousness, reape after
the measure of mercie; break up your fallow ground, for it
is time to seeke the Lord, till He come and raine raighteousness upon you."
METHODISM IN AMERICA 1768:- By 1768 little groups of
Wesleyan Societies were meeting in New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Maryland and Methodism was becoming
established in the Colonies. As yet is was a spontaneous
movement. The leaders were local preachers, not regular
appointed ministers so interested persons began to send
letters and petitions to John Wesley asking for Conference
appointed preachers. In response to this Wesley sent Richard
Boardman and Joseph Pilmore in 1769. By 1773 a total
of 8 regular preachers were in America, one being Francis
Asbury who came in 1771. By 1776 most of them who were
Loyalists had returned to England. Francis Asbury who remained was forbidden for a full year to preach unless vouched

for by a Patriot. To make matters worse Wesley wrote
during this time denouncing the American Revolution, When
the Treaty of Paris was signed in 1783 there were not enough
Methodist preachers in all of America to supply the growing
appointments and many remote areas had no conference
appointed preacher for many years after.
EMBURY LEAVES NEW YORK 1770;- In the spring of 1770
Philip Embury and his friends left New York City and traveled
north a distance of about 180 miles to settle the EmburyWilson land they had acquired in 1765. On April 10, 1770
as a farewell gift the Congregation of the Wesley Chapel in
New York presented Embury with 2 pounds 5 shillings to buy
a Concordance, a book he greatly desired to own. The Chapels
old account books shows no further entry for Philip Embury
after that date. This Concordance, Crudens Third Edition
of 1769 bears the signature and date "Phil Embury, April
1770". The land chosen by the Embury group was not on
the Embury-Wilson Grant. They found this land 'rough and
hilly and withal covered by patents issued by both the New
York and New Hampshire Governors'. From the patent
survey map of Sept. 9, 1765 it appears that this land did not
border on any river and flowing water may have been needed
for their intended linen and hemp business. But hilly or not
some of the party did settle on the Embury-Wilson land.
Embury and some others settled on land situated along the
Diondehowe River north of the Embury-Wilson land. The
area was later called West Camden and is today part of
Salem Township, Washington County, N. Y. This land,
2300 acres in extent was known as 'Duanes Camden Tract'.
It was leased from James Duane; who was a prominent lawyer,
attorney general of New York in 1767, member of the first
Continental Congress and first mayor of New York City after
the British evacuation. His extensive land holdings made
him opposed to the Revolution but he later supported the
cause. West Camden was only one of his colonization projects.
In addition to the 2300 acres two adjoining lots of 250 acres
were included in the lease making a total of 2550 acres. A
formal lease was not executed until 1773. The lease written
on parchment and dated May 1, 1773 called for an annual
rent on May 1st of 6d per acre. At one time this lease was
in the possession of William Edie, later a resident of the
Philip Embury property but in 1956 the owner Arnold Roberson had no knowledge of the document. Philip Embury owned
187 1/2 acres on lots 1-2-3 bordering the Diondehowe
(Batten Kill). At one time Peter Switzer and possibly his
brother Christopher also lived here for later Peter came into
possession of the land and the Edie family acquired it directly
from him. Wakley in the Christian Advocate of Jan. 25, 1866

described this house as being of log construction with windows.
The frames of the windows was put together with large wooden
pins. A beautiful spring was on the property. At that time the
house had been moved across the road. Meantime in August
1770 David Embury returned to New York from West Camden
to transact some business relating to the Wesley Chapel.
He gave the following receipt; "Received, New York, 13th Augt, 1770, of Mr.
William Lupton, five pounds in full, being allow'd
me for loss of time and traveling expenses in coming from Camden in the County of Albany to
N. York in order to execute an instrument relative
to the Methodist Preaching House."
.(signed
David Embury)
David was probably acting as attorney for Philip and the
business had no doubt some connection with the deed of sale
of the ground for the Wesley Chapel which dated Nov. 2,
1770. It also might be that David executed a quit claim instrument for Philip clearing the title for the new church deed,
since Philips vested interest ceased with his departure for
West Camden. At this time Philip was Justice of the Peace
for Albany County, attesting to his leadership in the community. Charlotte, later Washington County, in which West
Camden is located was formed from part of Albany County
on May 12, 1772. At that time Philip was named one of 13
Road Commissioners while also acting as burgomaster for
his own group of Palatines. While in West Camden Philip
Embury was clearing land and building a permanent home
across the river about a mile south west of the original
home on lot 21 of the Dyer-Schermerhorn Tract of the Annaquassitoke Patent. It was on what is now the s/w/corner of
Route #313 and Eagleville Road in the Town of Jackson,
Washington County, N. Y.
DEATH OF PHILIP EMBURY 1773:- In the death of Philip
Embury the little Colony at West Camden and Ashgrove
suffered a tragic blow. In the month of August 1773 while
mowing in the field an attempt was made to outdo the ' squire'
as Embury was called. But having both the ambition and
ability to excel he exerted himself beyond his powers of
endurance, was attacked by pleurisy and after a few days
illness, at the age of 45 he died. Some writers have described
the cause of death as a 'mowing accident' and credence to
this comes from Catherine Detler who would have first hand
knowledge. She informed Bishop Asbury that Philip had been
injured while mowing. Philip Embury was buried 'quite
alone' on the farm of Abraham Binninger who was with him to
the last, officiating at his funeral and providing a grave on

his own farm at a place which is now the Camden Valley
Burial Ground. Embury's bones rested here for 60 years
until 1832 when members of the Ashgrove Society feeling
their sense of obligation for the work he had started and being
urged by a fellow countryman, of Embury's, removed the
remains to the consecrated burial ground at Ashgrove and
over his grave they placed a marble slab the inscription for
which was written by Rev. John Newland Maffitt who also
delivered on this occasion one of the most beautiful and eloquent
orations ever uttered by human speech. The inscription on
the tablet reads; -

PHILIP EMBURY
THE EARLIEST AMERICAN MINISTER
OF THE
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
HERE FOUND HIS LAST EARTHLY RESTING PLACE
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His Saints.
Born in Ireland, an emigrant to New York, Embury
was the first to gather a little class in that city
and to set in motion a train of measures which resulted in the founding of the John Street Church,
the cradle of American Methodism, and the introduction of a system which has beautified the earth
with salvation and increased the joys of Heaven.

During the Centennial of American Methodism in 1866 when the
Troy Conference met in Cambridge, N. Y. the bones of Embury
were again moved. This for the last time to a plot in Woodlands
Cemetery in that Village, about 3 miles west of Ashgrove.
The sermon on this occasion was delivered by Bishop Janes.
A marble tablet commemorating Embury was placed on the wall
of the Cambridge Methodist Church with a like one on another
wall with scriptures chiseled thereon. On Oct. 20, 1873
over the grave was erected a granite shaft bearing the name
of Philip Embury. The stern simplicity of its design symbolized the enduring character of the man. It was erected by the
Local Preachers Association. On May 12,1966 this monument
was declared a Historic Landmark in the Troy Conference area
and on April 5, 1967 this action was approved by the N. E.
Jurisdiction of the Methodist Church, Historical Society.
CAMDEN METHODISTS LEAVE FOR CANADA 1775;- After
the death of Philip Embury his widow Margaret, left with four
children moved to the house Philip had been building across
the Batten Kill. Catherine Lowe the orphan no longer indentured
to Peter Switzer came to live with her. Philip had interceded
with the Switzers in Catherine's behalf claiming she received
too little of their kindness and Catherine was deeply greatful.
Undoubtedly Margaret had help on the farm and John Lawrence,
Switzers hired hand may have made himself useful. About
1775 two of Margaret's children died. They were Anna and
Philip Jr. and it is thought they were buried across the road
from this house where even today there is a small burial
ground. About this time there descended upon the little colony
in West Camden the wrath of the coming Revolution. These
peaceful foreigners whose improved condition was to them a
cause of thanks saw little reason to complain of the American
Government and were consequently classed as Tories. Foraging
parties plundered them at will. Margaret is said to have
suffered abuse by her neighbors and her only cow was stolen.
The whole colony lived in a state of continual alarm. The
result was another breakup, another migration. After Philip
died Margaret leased the 188 acre farm which had been her
former home on the Duane Tract, 45 acres clear, a good house
and stable, probably to her brother Peter Switzer. On July
1, 1775 as executrix of Philip's estate, along with David
Embury as executor, she sold the land on the EmburyWilson Grant to Francis Nicholson for 130 pounds. Francis
was the son of one of the early settlers at Ashgrove who later
enlisted in the British army and on his return from battle was
shot down by a Patriot. The instrument of the sale was witnessed by John Lawrence and William Busteed. Four parcels of
land are mentioned; lots 7-12-20-24. In the same year
probably that summer Margaret Embury married John

Lawrence. Since they were still molested by the Patriots they
became discouraged and so with Margaret's two remaining
children, Samuel age 11 and Catherine age 9 they moved to
a Loyalists camp near Montreal and thence to Augusta
Township north of Prescott, Ontario where Margaret lived
until her death in 1807. John Lawrence died in 1822. Catherine
Lowe remained in Camden and married Edward Gainor in
1788. She and her husband are buried in the West Arlington
Burial Ground.
FORMATION OF ASHGROVE SOCIETY 1770;- Soon after his
arrival in West Camden Philip Embury visited with his friend
Thomas B. Ashton who had settled a few miles south in what
was to be called Ashgrove. The result of this reunion was
the formation of the first known Methodist Society north of
New York City. It is thought that this Society was established
between the winter of 1769 and spring of 1770, and it was the
first in what is now the Troy Conference area. Thomas B.
Ashton lived on lot 13 of the Dyer-Schermerhorn Tract of
the
Annaquassitoke Patent. Thomas B. Ashton was
a
Methodist
from Dublin, Ireland who had arrived
in New York in 1769 and came directly on to Ashgrove. Some
writers say he came from Balligarane so he may have known
Embury in Ireland. Little is known about this Society but
under date of Aug. 22, 1795 Bishop Asbury refers to it in his
Journal; Vol. 2 p 275;"Sat. 22nd Bro. Roberts and myself parted. He went to
Pownal and myself to Ashgrove where we have a Society
of about 60 members. They organized with P. Embury
who left the City of New York when the British preachers
came there."
In addition to establishing when this Society was started this
also shows that by 1795 the area was called Ashgrove. No
doubt Embury also preached at West Camden and most likely
started a class there. The people in that area were mostly
Loyalists who eventually moved on to Canada, The little
group at Ashgrove continued to grow and today are considered
the 'Oldest Continuing Congregation' in the Troy Conference
area as attested to by Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke on May 12, 1966
at the Troy Annual Conference held in Burlington, Vt. The
Embury Methodist Church of Cambridge, N. Y. is the direct
descendent of that Ashgrove Society. Often the people of West
Camden and Ashgrove joined together for services and Philip
Embury and Thomas B. Ashton shared the preaching along with
Abraham Binninger since there were not enough British
appointed Conference Ministers in all America to supply
the expanding number of Societies. Possible members at West
Camden included Philip and David Embury, Catherine Lowe,
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Christopher and Peter Switzer, Paul and Barbara Heck, John
Lawrence, Edward Carscullen, John Dulmage, Valentine Detler
and Abraham Binninger. In 1770 the only known settlers in
Ashgrove who could have been members of their Class were
the families of John and Thomas Armitage, George and John
Barber, Thomas B. Ashton and an orphan girl .who lived
with him by the name of Judy Buzzy. The families at Ashgrove
all lived on adjacent lots 12-13-14 of the Annaquasscook
Patent.
STRUGGLE OF ASHGROVE SOCIETY 1773-1788;- The work
of Embury was not completed when he died in 1773. He was
in this area between 1770 and 1773 and proof that he started
Societies here comes from Bishop Francis Asbury's Journal
written Aug. 25, 1795; Vol. 2 p. 275 where he wrote that after
leaving New York Embury continued to form Societies in the
Country. Tradition has it that the Society at Ashgrove was
formed either in the fall of 1769 or spring of 1770. There is
no doubt that Thomas B. Ashton was the leader in the Ashgrove
movement. This place became the focal point for Bishop
Asbury's strategy in the development of Methodism in Western
New England and Northeastern New York. FreebornGarrettson
the first presiding elder in this area found it a significant
point for his practical tactics in the advance. The New York
Conference was held there in 1803 and 1805 and Ashgrove
became the most important Society on the Cambridge Circuit.
It was still flourishing when the Baltimore Conference met in
1784 and when the New York Conference sent the first minister
there in 1788. By that time the Society had built a church which
was the first north of Dutchess County and the first in what is
now the Troy Conference area. No records are in existence
of this Society but it did survive the critical years of formation,
during the land settlement trouble, and the War for Independence. In 1789 Freeborn Garrettson wrote in his Journal
that this little Society had built for themselves one of the most
beautiful churches of its kind he had ever seen. The marble
slab which commemorates this church is still preserved
and reads:-"Ashgrove M.E. Church. Built 1788-Rebuilt 1832".
In 1788 Ashton fitted a room in his house for the use of
traveling preachers. He had donated the land on which the
church was built and donated 4 acres a few rods west of the
church for a parsonage. In his will he left an annual annuity
of $10.00 for the oldest bachelor preacher of the New York
Conference and a cow for his use when visiting on the
Cambridge Circuit. Ashton was the first recording Steward
on the Cambridge Circuit serving from 1790 until his death
in 1801. When he came to America he paid for the passage of
Robert Williams who preached in the new Wesley Chapel in
New York before the arrival of Pilmore and Boardman.
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Thomas B. Ashton and his wife are buried in the Ashgrove
Burial Ground.
FIRST CONFERENCE PREACHER AT ASHGROVE 1788:- The
first presiding elder appointed to this area was Freeborn
Garrettson whose duty it was to organize circuits at Cambridge, New Rochelle, New City, Shoreham and Lake champlain.
Lemuel Smith was the first preacher to be assigned to the
Cambridge Circuit formed by Freeborn Garrettson. At the
end of eight months Smith was able to report a membership
on the circuit of 154 with 15 classes which was of great
astonishment to the Brethern of the New York Conference.
It indicated that when he arrived there must have been classes
already formed. By 1790 there were 27 classes on the Cambridge Circuit.
FIRST CHURCH AT ASHGROVE 1788;- When Lemuel Smith
left the Cambridge Circuit the first church was nearly completed. It was at Ashgrove. This was the first Methodist
church north of Dutchess County and the first in what is now
the Troy Conference area. The church must have been constructed between 1788 and 1789 since Freeborn Garrettson
preached in it on July 9, 1789 to about 50 members. In his
Journal he said; "I preached in Ashgrove's new church and I
think we had devine breathings after the Lord. The poor
Society consisting of about 50 members have since last winter
built the most elegant church according to size of it that I know
in connection and they are very little in debt. They all set about
it as if they were building for their own families and they
were very greatly assisted." The building stood on ground
donated by Thomas B. Ashton at the north east corner of the
burial lot.
It was on the west side of the highway about 3
miles east of what is now Cambridge, N. Y. It was 26 feet
square with the door opening upon the highway and the pulpit
directly opposite it. It stood for 44 years at that location
and many noted Methodists worshipped in it. In 1792 the deed
for the church and burial lot were executed with the grantors
being William Fisher and James and Thomas B. Ashton.
These three men joined in granting the lot since it bordered
on property owned by each although the main part belonged to
Thomas B. Ashton. According to Ashton the class leaders at
that time were John Baker, John Barber and Peter Switzer.
FIRST CHURCH ENLARGED 1803:- In 1803 the little church
was enlarged and remodeled. An addition of 14 feet was
made making the overall measurements 26 x 40 feet. The
pulpit was moved to the north end of the building and a large
window put behind it. A double door was made at the opposite
end and an aisle extended through the center of the building.
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To the left at the end of the aisle a night of stairs ascended
to the pulpit which had plain square pine rails and bannisters.
The altar rail and stannards were also of plain pine. The
pulpit was about 4 x 5 feet with a plain board for a seat and
a like one for the bible and hymn book. The pulpit front was
paneled which was the only ornament in the building. Rows of
benches faced the puplit with plain boards for the backs and two
rows of like benches were on each side of the altar. Galleries
were around two sides and over the entrance with similar
seats. One side of the house was appropiated to the ladies
and the other to the men. There was no choir loft since everyone joined in this part of the service. Besides the light
from the windows behind the pulpit the house was lighted during
the day by six small windows on each side and four near the
entrance, two at the heighth of the gallery and two below.
At the evening services thin candle stick holders hung on
the walls and gallery supports and the light came from
candles which the people brought with them. There was no
paint on the building except part of the eastern gable which
for reasons unknown was painted red. The inside was neat
and clean and kept white by frequent scrubbings with soap
and white sand. In 1832 when it was decided to build a new
church the building committee was given authority to dispose
of the old church and so it was donated for use as a Methodist
Meeting House to Sandgate, Vt. and by them moved there
over the snow some twelve miles distant. In 1946 this building
was deeded to the Town of Sandgate for use as a Town Hall
by action of the Troy Conference meeting in Glens Falls.
This building stood for 180 years until the morning of March
7, 1967 when it burned to the ground because of a defective
chimney the repairs for which was to have been voted on that
very day.

bases and caps upheld the plaza and entablature. At the top
of the front end was a half oval window with radiating sash
and guilded lead ornaments at the intersections. At the base of
the point of radiation there was a guilded eagle with wings
and talons extended. This window was designed to be
ornamental and to admit light for the ceiling of the auditorium.
There were two gothic windows at each side and two at the
back end with a smaller one over each front door. The doors
opened into a vestibule then into the auditorium from where
aisles extended the length of the church. The pulpit was
lined with red figured merino and the bible with red silk
fringe and heavy tassels. Galleries were around three sides
and overhead was a round center piece of stucco with acanthus
leaves and minic flowers which was the crowning gem of
beauty. Its cost was about $3000 obtained without professional
begging.
It was dedicated Dec. 6, 1832 with a masterly
sermon preached by Rev. John B. Stratton the presiding
elder on the Cambridge Circuit between 1826 and 1829. The
sermon was taken from Exedus, 19th chapter, verses 10-11;
"And the Lord said unto Moses. Go unto the people and
sanctify them today and tomorrow and let them wash their
clothes and be made ready against the third day. For the
third day the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people
upon Mount Sinai."
SECOND CHURCH AT ASHGROVE BURNED 1835:- On the
night of Nov. 6, 1835 the new church which had been built only
three years before was destroyed by fire. One of the members,
Johnathan Curtis, a religious monomaniac conceived the idea
that it had become an object of pride to many who worshipped
there and that they were becoming idolaters and in danger of
losing their souls. Moreover he believed he was commissioned
by God to humble their pride by destroying their idol.
Accordingly on a dark and stormy night he started from his
home two or three miles away and while everyone was asleep
he took in his hands some coals from the hearth. Protecting
himself with the ashes he hurried out. Passing the house of
the blacksmith he replenished his fire and finally succeeded
in his purpose. The people near by were startled and aroused
by the crackling of the flames and the glare of light but upon
hurrying to the scene they found the church a mighty mass of
fire which entirely consumed it in a short time. When morning
dawned nothing remained of the church but a marble slab
and a smouldering pile of ashes. On this marble slab was
chisled "Ashgrove M.E. Church-Built 1788-Rebuilt 1832."
This slab is still preserved by the church in Cambridge.

SECOND CHURCH AT ASHGROVE:- On Jan. 17, 1832 the need
for a new church at Ashgrove took definite shape. At a meeting
held that night it was decided to build a new church 40 x 50
feet with galleries finished inside and out to be located some
30 to 40 rods south of the old church beyond the south bounds
of the parsonage lot on land owned by John Fisher. It was to
be erected during the summer and fall of that year at a time
when the membership was 149. The building was started in
the early summer, sufficient pledged having been secured and
a contract having been made with Reed and Allen of Hoosac.
The work was completed in December. It was a beautiful
structure and stood on the west side of the highway fronting a
little south of east with neither tower or steeple to grace its
front. The roof projected nearly all around with a broad plaza
beneath. The same projection and finish was across the end
facing the highway. At the corners heavy plaster columns,

THIRD CHURCH AT N. WHITE CREEK 1836;- As soon as the
ashes of the old church had cooled the question of rebuilding
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came up for there was no place to worship except at the District
School House. On Feb. 26, 1836 during the first quarterly
conference the members of the Ashgrove Society resolved that
a committee of three be elected to estimate the cost of building
in N. White Creek (now Cambridge) to be near the Presbyterian
White Meeting House and about 3 miles west of Ashgrove. The
committee consisted of John Baker, John Fisher and Asa
Smith. In the meantime there was a movement by some of the
members to rebuild in Ashgrove and Brother Eddy Bowen
was appointed to look into this. At the conference in April 1836
the committee reported the probable cost of rebuilding would
be $3000. The plan was accepted and a lot soon obtained from
Philip Blair and the deed was executed June 9, 1836. The lot

Present Embury Methodist Church at Cambridge, New York
Built in 1836.

was on the site of the present Embury Methodist Church on the
north side of E. Main St. between Park and Washington Streets.
Subscriptions were readily secured and the foundation laid July
12, 1836,
DEDICATION OF THIRD CHURCH 1836:-Dedication of the laying of the corner stone was made with appropiate ceremonies
arranged by Rev. Samuel Covel and Rev. Elijah B. Hubbard.
Rev. Covel delivered the following sermon;- "It may not be
uninteresting or unprofitable to advert to some of the leading
events of that extra ordinary man John Wesley, under God, to
whom the Methodist Church owes its existence. Inspired with a
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spirit from on high he went forth into every part of the island
of Great Britain preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ and
calling sinners to repentence. God owned and blessed his
labors in a remarkable manner,, Multitudes both old and young
rich and poor bond and free were made the happy subjects
of divine grace. Many of whom have done honor to the Christian
name and to the gospel ministry and to the cause of literature.
Among these we may rank the names of Clark, Benson, and
Watkins who by their able preaching and excellent writings
have proved of incalculable value to the Church and to the
world. Through the instrumentality of the venerated Wesley
men of kindred spirits have been raised up who regardless of
the dangers of the ocean have fearlessly crossed the Atlantic
and on the shoreof our happy America have raised the standard
of our Emanuel. On this beautiful plain which the God of Nature
has spread out before us and in the presence of Him
have we assembled to lay the corner stone of this
church.
This
is
a scene on which we dwell with
lively emotions of gratitude and in which we feel a deep and
thrilling interest. Over these rugged hills majestic mountains
and though these widening valleys have the faithful coadjutors
of Wesley proclaimed the unsearchable riches of Christ. And
what has been the result? The wilderness and the solitary place
have been glad and the desert has rejoiced and blossomed as
the rose. The first Methodist Society in these parts was formed
in this town. Here lived some of its most active, pious and
devoted members. Here they labored, here they suffered and
here they triumphantly died. And here we may add, at the last
trumps of God shall wake the nations of the earth and call
them to his bar. Then from this consecrated spot will the
mouldering bodies of Embury, Noble and Bowen who were
some of the first heralds of the crop in these parts and who
have long since fallen with those of many others, come forth
incorruptible and immortal. In 1788 the first Methodist
Episcopal Church was built in Ashgrove but this having become
dilapidated by the lapse of time it was judged necessary to
rebuild. This was accordingly done and in 1832 a neat and
commodious church was erected near the ground on which the
first one stood. But his excellent church in the erection of
which our friends spared no pains, having been unfortunately
consumed by fire Nov. 6, 1835 with the circumstances of
which you are all well acquainted and the people having no
suitable place in which to worship God it was found necessary
to erect another. And the beautiful situation of this place, its
growing population and antiquity of the Societies the pecuniary
assistance offered together with the general view of the church
and the people were circumstances which marked this spot as
the most suitable on which to rear this church. In the name of
the Lord of Hosts we lay this corner stone and in rearing the
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superstructure we may reasonably look for divine aid for if
the very hairs of our head are all numbered and not a sparrow
falls to the ground without the notice of our Heavenly Father,
then have we the encouraging reflection that this edifice will not
go up without the special care and supervision of a beneficient
providence. Friends it is my most sincere and earnest prayer
that in this church which is to be raised upon this foundation
the bold doctrines by which we have been distinguished as a
people may be clearly, faithfully and powerfully preached.
That here the church of Christ may be fed the sincere milk
of the word. That here poor sinners may be collected into
the fold of the great Shepherd and that the preaching of the
gospel may have a salutary influence upon the community in
general."
In March 1837 the new church was used for the quarterly
meeting although not quite completed. It was finished the
following summer. The general form of the new church was
much like the one burned but longer being 54 x 60 feet. It
had a projection about half its width in the center of the front
and about 4 feet from the body of the building in which were
three doors for the entrance. There was a room for social
and business purposes over the vestibule and a high tower
over and above them all. It consisted internally of an
auditorium with galleries on three sides. This edifice remained unchanged until the second year of Rev. Boswick Hawley
when in 1861 an addition was made.

to secure a new chapel. Eddy Bowen and Brigham Pitney
were appointed a committee with power to solicit collections
and secure a contractor to erect an edifice on the foundation
of the old church. Consent was obtained from the trustees
of the Ashgrove property and a plain structure 30 x 40 feet
was erected at a cost of about $1000. It was dedicated to
the worship of God in the winter of 1839. The dedication
sermon was delivered by Rev. Norah Sevings who took his
text from Matthew 18, verse 12; "Where two or three are
gathered in My name there am I in the midst of them."
From this time until 1858 this building was a place of public
worship, funerals and singing schools often occupied by the
regular preacher from the No. White Creek church. In 1858
it was unoccupied except for an occasional sermon preached
by some visiting clergy. After standing for 20 years on order
of the county court issued by Hon. A. D. Wait, county judge
and in response to a petition of Berry Long, Fletcher Baker
and James Gilchri.st, trustees of the No. White Creek church
and dated Dec. 27, 1858 a sale was authorized for the two lots
of land and the Chapel. It was taken down and removed to
West Hebron and erected there during the summer of 1859
for use as a Methodist church, it was later moved across
the road and used as a Town Hall since the church needed
larger accommodations. The lots were purchased in Ashgrove
by David Fisher and now the burial ground alone remains the
property of the Methodist church.

THIRD CHURCH RENOVATED 186l:- In 1861 an addition
of 22 feet was made to the length of the church. A beautiful
steeple took the place of the tower, the galleries were
removed, the pulpit transfered from between the entrance
doors to the opposite end and a choir loft built where it
and the prayer room had been. Stained glass windows of
another form took the place of the ancient gothics employed
when the church was first frescoed.
A marble tablet to
Embury was placed on one side of the pulpit and a like one
on the other side with appropriate scriptures chisled thereon.
The whole edifice was raised up and enlarged with convenient basement rooms for social and religious purposes
placed under the whole structure. The cost was not far
from $6000 nearly twice the original cost.

EARLY METHODISM IN ASHGROVE:- As had been stated
the first class in Ashgrove was organized in 1769 or 1770.
This class continued after the death of Philip Embury in
1773 and struggled for existence with lay leaders to guide
them until 1788 wh en Lemuel Smith the first appointed minister
arrived. By the «md of eight months he was able to report a
membership on th<j Cambridge Circuit of 154 with 15 classes.
Ashgrove had about 50 members and 4 continuous appointments. There was one appointment each at Arlington, Danby,
Granville, Hampton, Whitehall (Skeensboro), Queensbury,
Argyle, Easton (East Town), Tomhannock and Hoosac. In
1790 the first known quarterly Conference records were
started. Thomas 3. Ashton was circuit Steward and on Dec.
8, 1790 wrote the following letter to all of the 27 classes then
on the Cambridge Circuit; -

TEMPORARY CHURCH BUILT IN ASHGROVE 1839;- After
the new church was built in No. White Creek some of the members who wished to remain in Ashgrove erected on the
foundation of the burned edifice another church. This was built
in 1839 without official sanction, a meeting having been called
in Ashgrove'in the winter of 1838 where measures were taken

"Dear Brother; By order of the Conference and agreeable to the discipline of the church take the liberty of writing
to you in particular and through you to the classes in general
to inform you and them of the temporal circumstances of our
preachers that labor among us with respect to the collections
made for them. 4S the whole goes through my hands I have
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an opportunity of knowing and without going any further back
than the last quarter the whole collection through the circuit
was only 2 Ibs. 19 shillings besides a few coppers that is of
little value which when divided among the preachers how can
they subsist? It is certain they cannot on so small a matter.
And if they are sent of the Lord as we must believe they are,
how can we answer in a coming day to the Lord, if we do not
strive, nay use every effort in our power to make them comfortable. It is only lending to the Lord who I am persuaded
will doubly repay both here and hereafter. Therefore my dear
friend I earnestly entreat and solicit you in general to exert
yourselves more at different times to contribute to their
necessities. May the Lord bless you all in time and eternity
is the prayer of your friend and well wisher and Bro. in
Christ, (signed) Thos. Ashton, General Steward, Cambridge
Circuit."
This letter is typical of the man who with Philip Embury helped
form the first Methodist Class in Ashgrove. He was foremost
in every enterprise designed to promote the public good of
his own neighborhood or general community and in leadership
in the spread of Methodism in the wilderness of his adopted
country. He was like the voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare ye the way of the Lord."
From this beginning settlers arrived in Ashgrove from time
to time to add to the original number and offset the loss by
death and removals. Few came during the War for Independence but at the close of the war in 1783 more settlers
began to arrive.
In 1790 quarterly conferences were held at Capt. Goesbecks
which was 8 or 10 miles north of Troy, Tomhannock, Greenfield (in what is now Saratoga County) and at Ashgrove. By
1791 the membership on the circuit had increased to about
260 with about 100 at Ashgrove. In this period the Cambridge
Circuit stretched from Elizabethtown in the north to Troy in
the south. Ashgrove was the center and head source of influence. As many as two preachers and 3 assistants were
assigned to the circuit and they visited each class from time
to time. This system continued until 1838 when Ashgrove became a station by the name of No. White Creek with one
minister to serve the church. By 1795 membership at Ashgrove had been reduced to 58 by removals and death. This
year quarterly meetings were held at Danby, Vt., Walsh
Hollow (near Ft. Ann), Cooksboro (north of Troy) and Ashgrove. In this year Stewards for each class were appointed
and a roll call and report was made by each at the quarterly
conference, officials on the Ashgrove Station this year were
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Thomas Ashton, John Baker, Peter Switzer, Henry Little,
James Barber and John Armitage.
On August 21st, 1795 Bishop Francis Asbury made his first
visit to Ashgrove where as he said there was a Society of
about 60 members who organized with P. Embury who left
the city when the British preachers came there. This
Society was left without preaching for 15 years. After visiting
other classes on the circuit he returned to Ashgrove on Sept.
2nd and "had a solemn meeting of Bethlehem" there. By
the end of this year there were 91 members at Ashgrove. In
1796 Lorenzo Dow was appointed to this circuit and he continued the revival started by Bishop Asbury until by 1798
the whole circuit was on fire from end to end. In 1799 the
first native preacher went out from Ashgrove, Alexander
McLean. After over 30 years of faithful work at Ashgrove
Thomas Ashton died on June 5, 1801 just a few years before
the first New York Conference was held there.
In 1803 the New York Conference was held in Ashgrove and
Bishops Asbury and Whatcoat arrived Friday June 24th. They
stayed at the home of John Baker and preached daily until
July 1st when the conference began. The daily sessions were
at Baker's house and the preaching at the church. There was
a revival at this conference. Asbury says "We opened
the Conference at Baker's in the Hollow prettily environed
with hills, a carpet of green spread beneath and here and there
around us fields clothed with the promise of abundant harvest."
During this year a singular event occured when David Brown
was the preacher. During the Conference he had a strange
dream. It was of a ladder reaching toward Heaven and a
voice bidding him ascend. He did until the earth was lost
from his sight and he reached a solid canopy clear as
crystal. Just then the ladder began to tremble and he was
filled with alarm. But an angel's hand came through an
opened door and drew him up into what he supposed was
Heaven. There he saw what he thought was John Wesley and
other early Methodist ministers. At this point he awoke.
The interpretation was that he would soon die. It so happened
that soon thereafter he preached the funeral service for Mary
Armitage the 2nd wife of John Jr. who had died suddenly on
Aug. 2nd, 1803 at the age of 35. During the service he said
"And who next will be summoned away?" My merciful Lord
is it I? Is it I? After the service he was taken to the home of
Zachariah Fisher, contracted the same disease and on Sept.
5th he to passed to the side of the great majority. And at
the early age of 44. The members of the Conference bore
the cost of his sickness and burial and sent his widow some
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financial aid.
In 1804 the first record of a quarterly meeting in Camden is
noticed. Peter Switzer was at that time a Class Leader and
this indicates that while many from that area left for Canada
after the war there were some left who continued the Methodist
movement there.
Beginning on June 4, 1805 the second New York Conference
was held at Ashgrove. This time the business sessions were
held at the church and daily preaching was in the upper room
of William Nicholson's house. This house was built about 1796
at the corner of what is now Ashgrove Road and Bates Hill
Road. The second story of the house was finished off and one
side used for public and social religious affairs. Bishop
Asbury and many early ministers preached there. Bishop
Asbury sat in that room and preached the year proceeding
his death. He had come to this Conference from a camp
meeting held in the woods of Stillwater. On June 14, 1806
he again visited Ashgrove and preached there from the 17th
to the end of the conference. He came again in 1807, On
June 14, 1811 Asbury stopped again and preached on his way
to the New England Conference at Barnard, Vt,
In 1814 quarterly conferences on the Cambridge Circuit
were held at Queensbury, Buskirk (near the future site of
Kings Church), at Argyle and Ashgrove. Appointments were
made for Ashgrove, Argyle, Arlington, Cambridge, Ft. Ann,
Granville, Queensbury, Sandgate, Sandy Hill and Salem.
Whenever the quarterly meetings were held, if there was a
church it was used, if not, then some private dwelling, a
barn or shed. Sometimes it was just held under a tree or in
a grove. Once in 1825 a meeting was held in Hampton during
the winter and since they did not want to use the English
Church a kitchen of a private house and adjoining woodshed
was used. Some waited outside in sleighs. At Ashgrove
members came to the conference from Cambridge, Greenwich, Jackson, Salem, Sandgate, Arlington, Bennington, Hoosac
and Easton. The conference usually began with a sermon
on Saturday by the Presiding elder or a minister from another circuit.
After that housing was arranged for all
visitors which sometimes numbered from 150 to 200. Next
came the conference embracing as members all traveling and
local preachers of the circuit, exhorters, leaders and stewards
for the transaction of financial and ecclesiastical business.
Then came the Saturday evening prayer meeting usually
held at the church. At about 9 A.M. on Sunday a love feast
was held with closed doors admitting only members. After
this came the sermon by the Presiding elder and the ad21

ministration of the Holy Communion, which took from 3 to
4 hours after which the people went home. Those who stayed
over until Monday held a prayer service on Sunday night.
In 1815 Francis Asbury made his 7th and last visit to Ashgrove. He preached his last sermon in Richmond, Va. on
Mar. 14, 1816 and died the following Sabbath Day.
At this period in the development of Methodism the religious
characteristics of American society were changing and formative. First a cluster of homes indicated a settlement which
in a short time might give way to another with a stronger
claim to central influence. All however had a reverence
and respect for Christianity and public order. Rationalism,
skepticism, infidelity and Nihilism, denial of God and immorality with retribution had not yet come. These discoveries of depraved human reason had never troubled the
wild Indians or the struggling emigrants. They needed God
and a future life and never doubted they had one and should
enjoy the other. Such things came with developed culture
and science and a hatred of Christ and a pride that could not
accept the Ten Commandments or believe in God. As the
country expanded a need for additional preacher sand a division
of circuits came and so it was that the old Cambridge Circuit
had now been divided into 9 smaller ones with 18 ministers
and more than 3000 members. The Cambridge Circuit was
now comprised of appointments at Ashgrove, Jackson, Rupert,
Pawlet, Greenwich, Cambridge, Arlington, Argyle and Hebron.
On the Cambridge Circuit in 1819 the Ashgrove District
embraced Saratoga, Montgomery, Warren, Washington and
Rensselaer Counties in New York plus Bennington, part of
Rutland and Windham Counties in Vermont and a large part
of Berkshire County in Mass.
In April 1821 at the quarterly meeting held in Greenwich a
Missionary Society was organized. The first in New York
City was formed in April 1819 so this was one of the earliest
auxiliaries,, It was designated the Missionary Society of the
Cambridge circuit auxiliary to the Missionary Society of
the Methodist Episcopal Church in America. In Jan. 1832
the Society was reorganized and called the Cambridge District branch of the Troy District Missionary Society. It
was in this year that the Troy Conference was organized.
In 1828 the circuit was divided and Cambridge had 250
members and appointments at Ashgrove, Cambridge, Arlington,
Camden, Greenwich, Post Corners, Salem, East Sandgate,
West Sandgate, Pumpkin Hook and Sutherland. Circuit
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preachers were Sherman Miner and James B. Houghtaling.
Local preachers were Ezra Sayers, Ebenezer Harris, and
William Blowers.
Exhorters were Elijah Smith, Joseph
Snow Jr., Amasa Pratt and James Thomas. Stewards were
Fenner King, Solomon Wilson, Warren Norton, Abel Whitner
and Ezra Sayers. Class leaders were James Thomas, James
Post, Hiram Hathaway, Abel Whitney, James Snow, Amasa
Pratt, David Fisher, Abram Edwards and Joseph Haslem.
Near the end of 1831 thoughts about building a new church
at Ashgrove began. This was at a time when the subject
of Temperance was getting public attention. There were a
series of meetings at the Presbyterian Church attended by
members of all the District Schools. On Feb. 22, 1831 there
was a grand sleighride preceeded by singing and addresses
to instruct the children to 'hate the foul fiend'. That year
the Methodist Conference formed a Temperance Society.
It was said that the manufacture, sale and drinking of ardent
spirits was unnecessary, injurious and inconsistant with
the Christian profession.
The church took a firm stand
against liquor and all class leaders were asked to follow
their lead and bring the matter to the people. This was a
time also when it was thought there was a need for Sabbath
Schools. These three great departments of Christian endeavor, Temperance, Sabbath Schools and Missionary movements began at this early date in Ashgrove.
In 1832 a new church was built in Ashgrove as has already
been explained. The first Sabbath School was organized
at Pompanuck School House in this same year. George
Fisher and Lawrence Russell were the Superintendents.
A second Sabbath School was organized in the summer of
1833, at the church with William Fisher as Superintendent
assisted by John Fisher and James Bennett. All over
Cambridge the various churches began to establish Sabbath
Schools.
In the summer of 1833 they all met for a grand
rally.
Justus Daley arrived with a Sunday School hymn
written out in 'buckwheat' notest;"Where do the children love to go
When the wintry tempest blow.
What is it attracts them so?
'Tis the Sabbath School."
After standing but three years the new church was burned
to the ground in 1835 but another was destined to take its
place which was the present Embury Methodist Church of
Cambridge.
Today nothing remains of the old Ashgrove
Circuit but the old burial ground and the monument to Philip
Embury in Woodlands Cemetery. In 1788 the membership
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of this congregation was about 50; in 1832 it had increased
to 200 and today stands at about 250. Other events have
transpired since the details of this account were written
but no major changes have occurred. The congregation continues to flourish.
It may be asked why we celebrate our 200th anniversary in
October 1970, It is 200 years since the first Methodist Class
was formed in Ashgrove. But is it a coincidence that John
and Charles Wesley first sailed for America in October 1735;
that Philip Embury preached for the dedication of the Wesley
Chapel in New York in October 1768; that Richard Boardman
and Joseph Philmore the first Conference Ministers sent by
Wesley arrived in America in October 1769; that Francis
Asbury landed in America in October 1771; that the great
Centennial of Methodism was celebrated in October 1866;
that the movement to Philip Embury in Woodlands Cemetery
was unvailed in October 1873? From all this it would seem
very fit and proper that the 200th celebration of Methodism
in Ashgrove should be held in October 1970. October seems
to be a Methodist classic month.
PRESIDING ELDERS ON CAMBRIDGE CIRCUIT 1788-1840
1788
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1800
1803
1804
1807
1811

Freeborn Garrettson
Thomas Ware
Freeborn Garrettson
Thomas Ware
Freeborn Garrettson
Sylvester Hutchinson
Shadrack Bostwick
Sylvester Hutchinson
Daniel Brumley
William Anson
Peter Moriarity

1814
1815
1819
1823
1826
1830
1832
1833
1834
1838
1839

Henry Stead
Damuel Draper
Daniel Ostrander
Eben Smith
John B. Stratton
Henry Stead
Aaron Schofield
Coles Carpenter
Buell Goodsell
Noah Sevings
Tobias Spicer

PREACHERS ON CAMBRIDGE CIRCUIT SINCE 1788
1788 Lemuel Smith
1795 Samuel Fowler
1789 Philip Wager
Ezekiel Canfield
1790 Darius Dunham
1796 Shadrack Bostwick
Philip Wager
Smith Weeks
1791 Daniel Valleau
Roger Searle
1797 Timothy Dewey
Matthias Swain
1792 John Crawford
Eben Cowles
1798 Timothy Dewey
Thomas Woolsey
1793 Joel Ketchum
Lorenzo Dow
Elijah Woolsey
1799 Jacob Rickhow
1794 Robert Green
Billy Hibbard
Joyeph Mitchell
1800 Ezekiel Canfield
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Ebenzer Stevens
Elias Crawford
1801 Roger Searle
1826 Daniel Brayton
Ebenezer Stevens
Henry Eames
1802 Roger Searle
1827 Daniel Brayton
Smith Arnold
Henry Eames
1803 David Brown
1828 James B. Houghtaling
Larmon Andrus
Sherman Miner
1804 Elias Vanderslip
1829 James B. Houghtaling
Phineas Cook
John Ayers
1805 Elijah Chichester
1830 Ro swell Kelly
Nehemiah W. Tompkins
William Rider
1806 Nobel W. Thomas
1831 Roswell Kelly
1807 Daniel Brumley
Theodocius Clark
Francis Brown
. 1832 Stephen Remington
1808 Mitchell B. Bull
Henry Smith
Lewis Pease
1833 Joel Squires
1809 Mitchell B. Bull
John LaGrange
William Swayze
1834 Joseph Eames
1810 Samuel Draper
Bishop Isbell
Samuel Howe
1835 Joseph Eames
1811 John Finegan
Elijah B. Hubbard
Samuel Weaver
1836 Samuel Covell
1812 Darius Ensign
Elijah B. Hubbard
Samuel Weaver
1837 Samuel Covel
Wright Hazen
1813 Darius Ensign
Gersham Pierce
1838 Peter M. Hitchcock
1814 Gersham Pierce
1840 John Fraser
Steven Burch
1841 M, H. Stewart
1815 Andrew McKean
1843 R. M. Little
Peter Bussing
1844 D. P. Hulburd
1816 Andrew McKean
1845 Alfred Saxe
Jacob Hall
1847 J. Harwood
1817 Friend Draper
1848 W. W. Pierce
Tobias Spicer
1849 P 0 P. narrower
1818 Sherman Miner
1851 T. Benedict
Tobias Spicer
1852 Ensign Stover
1819 Sherman Miner
1854 Hiram Chase
Samuel Draper
1855 J. H. Patterson
1820 David Lewis
1856 Jonas Phillips
Daniel J. Wright
1858 Merritt Bates
1821 David Lewis
1860 Bostwick Hawley
George Smith
1862 Ensign Stover
1822 Samuel Draper
1864 Isaac Parks
John Lovejoy
1866 Samuel McKean
1823 Samuel Draper
1870 William M. Meeker
John Lovejoy
1873 Oliver A. Brown
1824 Samuel Howe
1876 Sherman M. Williams
Edward Soulard
1878 W. H. L, Starks
1825 Samuel Howe
1880 Lorenzo Marshall
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1883
1886
1889
1891
1892
1896
1899
1902
1903
1906
1908
1912
1915
1918

William J. Heath
Joseph Zweifel
Edwin P. Stevens
J6 W. Chapman
C. F. Wilcox
B. B. Loomis
C. L. Leonard
L, D. Cook
John Landry
John Harris
Henry S. Rowe
Edwin Genge
John L. Cole
W. W. Foster

1920
1923
1926
1930
1935
1938
1943
1947
1949
1954
1957
1961
1966
1968

Edgar D. Brown
H. A. Ferguson
Paul J. Tilton
Elmer N. Haley
Frederick F. Adams
William N. Burnett
Chester A. Simmons
Fred B0 Royce
Fred Brown
Thomas S. Evans
Clyde S. Sumner
Clinton H. Carter
Joseph Reicher
Francis A. Potter

RECORD OF DEEDS, ETC. OF ASHGROVE-CAMBRIDGE
CHURCH: May 1, 1792

Deed for First church at Ashgrove and burial
lot executed. James Ashton, Thomas Ashton
and William Fisher to Ashgrove MEC.
Trustees; Edward Dillon, James Barber and
William Fisher.
1801
Parsonage Deeded to Ashgrove MEC by John
Armitage Jr., Executor of Estate of Thomas
B. Ashton.
Jan. 17, 1832 Deed for Second Church at Ashgrove executed.
John Fisher to Ashgrove MEC Eddy Bowen,
Trustee. Deed dated 4/2/1832. Recorded
3/11/1834. Pg. 479, Vol. 11.
July 7, 1832
First Church Deeded to Sandgate, Vt. MEC.
Quit Claimed to Sandgate for use as Town
Hall in 1860.
June 19, 1836 Deed for Third Church at N0 White Creek
Executed,
Philip and Catherine Blair to
MEC.
Trustees John Baker, John Fisher
and Leonard Darby. Recorded 4/20/1859,
Pg. 358, Vol. 41.
May 13, 1850 MEC of N. White Creek Incorporated. Recorded 7/10/1850, Book 2, Misc. Pg. 378.
Dec. 27, 1858 Sale of 2 lots and chapel. MEC to David
Fisher.
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Aug. 1, 1873

Forms executed to remove P. Embury and
other local preachers from Ashgrove to Woodlands Cemetery.
Feb. 11, 1911 Survey of church land made by Wm. J. Davis.
Book 152, Pg. 23.
Sept. 19, 1940 Name of MEG in N. White Creek changed to
EMBURY METHODIST CHURCH of Cambridge,
N.Y. Sec. 40, Gen'l. Corp, Laws.
May 12, 1966 Ashgrove Burial Ground and Embury Monument voted as Historical Sites in Troy Conference area.
Mar. 7, 1967 Old Ashgrove Church at Sandgate, Vt. burned
to ground.
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
DIRECTORY
THE REV. FRANCIS A. POTTER, PASTOR
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

George McGeoch
Kenneth A. Gottry
Leslie W. Harris
Charles A. Ackley George W. Robertson Jr. John B. Sherman
Arthur E. Center Sr. Agan F. Howard
George Stannard
Church School Superintendent . . . . . Miss Marjorie Gifford
Church Lay Leader

George W. Robertson Jr.

Treasurer Church Expenses
and Benevolences

Mrs. Clarence Gailor

Financial Secretary

George McGeoch

Recording Secretary

Mrs. Grace D. Maser

Communion Stewards

Mr. & Mrs. George Burch

CHAIRMEN OF COMMISSIONS

Membership
Education

Kenneth A. Gottry
Agan F. Howard & Francis C. Potter

Ecumenical Affairs

Mrs. Arthur Center

Stewardship

Francis M. Ackley

Social Concerns

Mrs. Pauline Brownell

Finance

Ray o. Bentley Jr.

Pastoral Relations

John B. Sherman

Worship . . .
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Mrs, David L. Pierce

Organist

Mrs. Cleo Ford

Historian

Kenneth A. Gottry
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EMBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
MEMBERSHIP ROLL JAN. 1, 1970
Ackley, Mamie M. (Mrs. Chas. H.)
Ackley, Charles A.
Vera M. (Mrs. Chas. A.)
Chas. H. 3rd
Carol Ann
Ackley, Francis M.
Janet G. (Mrs. Francis)
Larry E.
Mary Lou
Gary F.
Carl M.
Albert, Mrs. Helen
Garrett
Allen, Mrs. May
Allen, William
Allen, At wood C. Jr.
Ashton, (Mrs. Stephen) Jean F.
Gail F.
Sherman
Stephen Jr.
Austin, Claude
Edith W. (Mrs. Claude)
Austin, Dorothy (Mrs. Herbert)
Babcock, Patricia (Mrs. Thos.)
Michelle
Baker, Mrs. Alice P.
Earnhardt, Ellen
Bass, Harold
Madeline (Mrs. Harold)
Becker, Eleanor (Mrs. Alfred)
Bentley, Luman
Irene (Mrs. Luman)
Bentley, Morris
Joyce (Mrs. Morris)
Gwendolyn J.
Bentley, Ray O. Jr.
Mary (Mrs. Ray O.)
Bernhard, Helen (Mrs. Henry)
Boice, Lois Ann (Mrs. Charles)
Brophy, E. Torrey Sr.
Flora Madeline (Mrs. E. T.)
Brown, Bonnie J. Potter
Brownell, Pauline (Mrs. Ernest)
Burch, George S.
Geraldine (Mrs. Geo.)
Burton, Orville C.
S. Evalyn (Mrs. O. C.)
Douglas C.
Catellier, Donna (Mrs. John)
Center, Arthur E. Sr.
Eliz. M, (Mrs. Arthur E.)
Martha J.
Lewis F.
Chase, Lulu V. (Mrs. Edmund)
Clark, Peter H.
Joyce (Mrs. Peter H.)

Clark, Barbara (Mrs. William)
Coulter, Harold R.
Danio, Hayden
Dorothy (Mrs. Hayden)
Darlene Marie
Gary
Davis, Mary (Mrs. Orrin)
Albert
Decker, Mildred
DeKalb, Joyce
Donisthorpe, Karen (Mrs. Harold)
Dunbar, Laura (Mrs. Walter)
Durrin, Raymond
Durrin, Robert L.
Dusha, Charles F.
Dusha, Dorothy (Mrs. Donald)
Dusha, Richard C.
Leah (Mrs. Richard C.)
Edleston, Edward A.
Fairbanks, Corinne (Mrs. Harold)
Edward
Lynn Marie
Fisher, Miss Sylvia Marie
Flandersjrma Wetherby(Mrs.Ralph)
Flood, Bette (Mrs. Thos.)
Gailor, Ruth (Mrs. Clarence)
Gates, Clarence
Pearl (Mrs. Clarence)
Gifford, Marjorie
Gottry, Kenneth A. Sr.
Charlotte (Mrs. Kenneth)
Kenneth A. Jr.
Graves, Mary H. (Mrs. Blythe)
Gray, Edward Jr.
Janet H.
Green, Mary J.
Greene, Evelyn B. (Mrs. Cecil)
Griffin, Bella (Mrs. William R.)
Harris, Leslie H.
Mina L. (Mrs. Leslie)
Hawkins, Edgar
Hendrickson, Merrilyn
Herrington, Byron
Irene (Mrs. Byron)
Hill, Robert A.
Edith M. (Mrs. Robert)
Eunice
Howard, Agan F.
Irma A. (Mrs. Agan F.)
Garreth A.
Hunt, Arthur
Edith B. (Mrs. Arthur)
Hunt, Betsey H.
Hunt, Earl
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Hunt, Edward C.
Frances (Mrs. Edw. C.)
Willis
Linda
Hurlbutt, Terry L.
irwin, Eleanor (Mrs. Nathan)
Jennings, Stanley L.
Rose Marie (Mrs. Stanley)
Jennings, Teresa (Mrs. Rupert Sr.)
Rupert 3rd
Lynn Marie
Catherine Regina
Jordan, Arthur D.
Jordan, Ruth (Mrs. Ralph)
Edwin F.
Betty C.
Kibling, George
Laura (Mrs. George)
King, Edward F.
(Doris M. (Mrs. Edw. F.)
Kitchen, Marjorie (Mrs. G. Richard)
LeBarron, Loren
Marilyn (Mrs. Loren)
Justine E.
Timothy L.
Diana M.
LeBarron, Lois A. (Mrs. Ralph)
LeBarron, Robert
Edna (Mrs. Robert)
Lewis, Helen
Libbey, Donna (Mrs. Richard)
Lourin, Florence (Mrs. John)
Mccarty, Alice (Mrs. John)
McEachron Roscoe
Sarah (Mrs. Roscoe)
McGeoch, George R.
Bernice (Mrs. Geo. R.)
McKane, Addie S. (Mrs. Walter)
Madison, Irene s. (Mrs. Douglas)
Harold F.
Madison, Webster L.
Dorothy (Mrs. Webster)
Irene E.
Webster L. Jr.
Manney, Rosemarie (Mrs. David)
Maser, Grace D. (Mrs. Arthur)
Meade, Leona (Mrs. Edmund)
Meier, Miss Hazel E.
Merrell, Laura E. (Mrs. Brian)
Meyer, Marion R. (Mrs. Roger)
Mitchell, Grace C. (Mrs. Ralph)
Mitchell, Mildred
Mulligan, Shirley (Mrs. John)
Nelson, Harriet (Mrs. Lyle)
Pape, Howard
Perrin, Marshall T.
Peters, Arthur S.
Virginia (Mrs. Arthur)
Peters, Margaret (Mrs. Lloyd)

Peters, Ruth (Mrs. James)
Pierce, Carlton W.
Alice B. (Mrs. Carlton)
Donald L.
Pierce, David L.
Beatrice (Mrs. David L.)
David J.
Richard A.
Potter, Donald L.
Thelma (Mrs. Francis A.)
Francis C.
Powers, Mary Keys (Mrs, Joseph)
Joan Ann Keys
Randall, Dorothy
Reed, Harold B.
Alice B. (Mrs. Harold)
Reed, Ralph
Anna (Mrs. Ralph)
Robertson, Hazel (Mrs. Geo. W. Sr.)
Robertson, George W. Jr.
Helen H. (Mrs. Geo. W.)
Donald E.
James H.
Alan G.
Judith Ann
Robertson, William J.
Pearl A. (Mrs. Wm. J.)
Roby, Anna R. (Mrs. George)
Rogers, Charles
Sawtell, Mrs. Etta
Sharpe, Theresa G. (Mrs. Milton)
Sherman, John B. Sr.
Katherine (Mrs. John B.)
John B. Jr.
Shiland, Elspeth (Mrs. Richard)
Skiff, George
Emma A. (Mrs. George)
Smith, Floyd R.
Spear, Darlene L.
Stannard, George C.
Thelma (Mrs. Geo. C.)
Stannard, Samuel H.
Steele, Jean (Mrs. Michael S.)
Strout, Linwood F.
Tresca (Mrs. Linwood)
Linwood F. Jr.
Stubblebine, Myra (Mrs. Edgar)
Thurber, Myrtle (Mrs. Henry)
Thurber, Earl
Grace (Mrs. Earl)
Susan E. (Mrs. Sard!)
Tuttle, Cynthia Louise
Tyler, Robert
Virtue, Lois (Mrs. Paul)
Paul E.
Voerman, Joseph
Frances (Mrs. Joseph)
Joseph Jr.
Nancy

30

Wallace, Suzanne (Mrs. Allan)
Washburn, Charles B.
Weller, Grace (Mrs. Samuel)
Wilson, Florence (Mrs. Lawrence)
Woodcock, Violet (Mrs. Harvey)
Woodward, Janet (Mrs. Vern)
Robert H.
Woodworth, George A.
Helen S. (Mrs. Geo. A.)
James H.
Martha A.
George A. Jr.
Wright, Barbara (Mrs. William)
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200 ANNIVERSARY Committee Embury Methodist Church
Oct. 10, 11, 12th
General Chairman: Ray Bentley
Secretary; Kenneth A. Gottry
(refused because he does not hear well)
Ass't. Sec.: Mrs. Elizabeth Center
Treasurer: Mrs. Ruth Gailor
HONORARY CHAIRMEN
Dist. Superintendent: Rev. John Rhinesmith
Pastor: Rev. Francis A. Potter
Finance Committee;

Mrs. Ruth Gailor
Leslie Harris
George R. McGeoch (Ivan Cheney)
Music Committee; Arthur Center, Mrs. Cleo Ford, Mrs. Irma
Flanders
Decorating Comrr.ittee: Marjorie Gifford, Joyce Clark, Gerry
Burch
Exhibits: Lewis Center, Mrs. Laura Dunbar, (Geo. W. Robertson Sr.)
Memorials: John Sherman
Hand Books (Programs): Kenneth Gottry, B. M. Herrington
History
Bazaar Committee; Evalyn Burton, Laura Dunbar
Anniversary Plates; Lois Virtue
Publicity; Charlotte Gottry, Evalyn Burton
Refreshments: Jaret Ackley, Gerry Burch
Cleaning Old Cemetery: Rupert Jennings, Leslie Harris
(Geo. W. Robertson, Sr.)
Rug Committee; Robert LeBarron, Agan Howard, Mrs. I.
Cheney, Joyce Clark, Ruth Gailor, Mrs. E. Hunt,
Rev. Potter & Charles Ackley Ex officio (Geo. Robertson, Sr.)
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