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WESLEY CHAPEL, designed

and built by Philip Embury—

the first building to stand

on the John Street property—

dedicated by Embury,

Sunday, October 30, 1768.

JOHN STREET METHODIST CHURCH

John Street Church is the oldest Method-
ist Society in continental America, continu-
ously occupying the present property since
1768. It was in September 1766, when Philip
Embury, 38-year old carpenter, school-
teacher, and Wesleyan local preacher, or-
ganized this Methodist Society in New York
City. For several weeks the services were
held in his home, a 2-story Dutch cabin on
Augustus Street, located at about the north-
west front of the present Municipal Build-
ing close to the City Hall. From those days
to this, the services of worship, and the
work of the Society and Church, have been
carried forward without interruption.

At three other locations, Methodist Soci-
eties and work were organized during the
mid and late 1760's—Frederick county,
Maryland, by Robert Strawbridge; Phila-
delphia (St. George's Church), by Captain
Thomas Webb; Leesburg, Virginia, on
property deeded to Robert Hamilton, "to
no other use but for a church or meeting-
house". In the rule book of Methodism,
Discipline of 1787, appears the first official
statement of Methodist origins in America,
undoubtedly prepared by Bishop Francis
Asbury. He mentions the work of Philip
Embury and the establishment of the New

York Society as of 1766. The statement then
proceeds: "About the same time, Robert
Strawbridge settled in Frederick county, in
the state of Maryland, and preaching there,
formed some societies". It is most interest-
ing that Asbury, only twenty years after
the events, and possessing more intimate
knowledge of all available facts than any
other then living person, could not determine
the Maryland date with any closer state-
ment than the ambiguous "about the same
time". The Philadelphia Society is definitely
fixed as of 1767, and the property, 1769.
Leesburg is not mentioned in the 1787
Discipline, although Asbury also knew that
area intimately. The technical Disciplinary
statement of 1787 has been repeated in
every succeeding Discipline, including the
most recent, 1964.

THE FOUNDERS

During the 1760s, numerous eager young
people came to New York as colonists from
Ireland. Notable among these were certain
closely-knit family groups, descendants of
folk who, a generation or two earlier, had
been forced from the ancient family loca-
tions in the Palatinate of Germany. These
religious emigres had found sanctuary on
the lands of Lord Southwell in southern



John Wesley Rigging Loft

Ireland. Their industry, frugality and hon-
orable demeanor commended them in their
new home. Evangelical at heart, they
warmly accepted the preaching of John
Wesley's itinerants, and then of Wesley
himself when he visited them. The Societies
formed among them were vigorous and
devout.

Philip Embury and his wife were of such
background, and he became class-leader
and local preacher, active throughout the
villages of his compatriots. Near them lived
Barbara Ruckle, his cousin, who married
Paul Heck. They also were ardent Method-
ists. During the four or five years prior to
1766, small groups of these Irish Methodists
settled in New York. Some affiliated with
the great Anglican Trinity Church at the
head of Wall Street. Others became com-
municants of Trinity Lutheran Church near-
by, reverting to the German Evangelical
form and method.

With the older home restraints removed,
some of the group adopted questionable
social practices. Barbara Heck was shocked
to find her husband, brother, and other
friends gambling at cards in her kitchen.
She roundly rebuked them and went at
once to Embury, pleading with him to re-
assume his function as local preacher.
Moved by her importunate urging. Embury

gathered a number of the group at his cot-
tage for regular Sunday services, mid-
September 1766. So many others responded
to his efforts that he was able to organize
a Wesleyan Society such as they had known
in Ireland with classes for men and women.

THE PLACE

It was not long ere the living room of
Embury's house on Augustus Street became
overcrowded. Rental of a small, nearby
structure was arranged. By early in 1767
this house also proved inadequate. On
William Street, just south of Fulton, stood
a two-story building, even then known as
"The Old-Rigging Loft". A ship-chandler's
shop and store room occupied the ground
floor. The upper story was a rather spacious
loft sometimes used for the rigging of sails.
The Society rented the loft for their
services.

At this juncture Captain Thomas Webb
appeared. He had commanded troops at
the Siege of Quebec, in which campaign he
had lost his right eye in action. Invalided

"THE CHARTERHOUSE BOY"—original canvas of
the only known portrait of John Wesley as a
child. Rev. Richard L. Francis, Pastor, and Col.
William 0. Elzay, Trustee Vice-president.





mbury Barbara Heck breaks up the card game

home to England, he was retired from active
duty in the rank of Captain. Coming under
the spell of Wesley's preaching, he was
soundly converted. Webb was a man of
unusual oratorical powers and having en-
joyed a broad education, Wesley gave
Webb a license as lay preacher. Convinced
that a significant future was destined for
America, he returned to the colonies as con-
tractor for military supplies, called "Bar-
racks Master".

Finding the New York Society worship-
ping in the Rigging Loft, Webb promptly
joined forces with Embury. Preaching al-
ternately and working in notable harmony,
they drew unprecedented crowds to each
service in the Rigging Loft. By January
1768 it was evident that a great venture
was demanded. The Society must secure its
own property and build a chapel adequate
to the requirement of its work and services.

Two lots on John Street, midway be-
tween Nassau and William, were found to
be available—property of Mrs. Mary Bar-
clay, widow of the former noted Rector of
Trinity Parish (Anglican). On March 30,
1768 the Society purchased these lots for
600 pounds. The transaction was completed
by eight Trustees representing the Society,
being the first purchase and holding of
Methodist property in America. The orig-

inal deed is in the possession of John Street
Church. Thomas Taylor, one of the Trustees
and a friend of John Wesley, promptly
notified Wesley, asking his prayers and ma-
terial aid. This letter constitutes a major
document in American Methodist history
and was influential in securing the first two
of the dozen missionaries Wesley sent to
America prior to the Revolution.

Embury drew the plans and superin-
tended the construction of the chapel, doing
most of the carpentry himself. The building
was of stone faced with plaster. A gallery
extended about three sides, the simple
pulpit standing upon a raised platform at
the further end of the structure. The service
of Dedication was held October 30, 1768,
Embury's text being Hosea 10:12. From
that date until now the John Street property
has been in continuous use. A scale model
of Embury's chapel is displayed in the his-
torical museum. Embury's Bible, the lectern
he had made for use in the Rigging Loft,
the first altar rail, a clock sent by Wesley
to the church, are among the trophies that
may be seen.

Thomas Taylor had asked Wesley for the
legal phrasing whereby the Methodists held
chapel property in England. That was sent
by the hand of Wesley's first missionaries
Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor.



ST. GEORGE'S METHODIST
CHUKCH, Philadelphia—
The Society was estab-
lished by Capt. Thomas
Webb, 1767—property and
building purchased, 1769—
oldest American Methodist
church edifice—seat of first
Methodist Conference,
1773.

Arriving in late 1769, they used the so-
called "Model Deed" for the purchase of
the St. George's Church property in Phila-
delphia. During 1770 a process was evolved
whereby, through the helpful courtesy of
Joseph Forbes, a member of the New York
Society, a new deed in the proper phrasing
was substituted for the original 1768 docu-
ment. This second deed is also in the pos-
session of John Street Church.

EARLY GROWTH

A group including the Emburys and
Hecks left New York in 1770 to take up a
land grant above Albany. The work and
services of the Society continued unabated
at Wesley Chapel. Sent by Wesley to aid
the movement in America, Francis Asbury
reached Philadelphia on October 27, 1771.
He proceeded quickly to New York, preach-
ing in Wesley Chapel on November 13th.
This was to be the first of several hundred
sermons Asbury preached in the chapel
during the long years of his astounding
career. A score of entries in his Journal
bespeak his affection for the John Street
Society.

No Sunday service has lapsed across all
the changing pattern of the years. In the

turbulent days of the Revolution, Wesley
Chapel was crowded as few other places of
worship in New York. At the close of the
war, Asbury's wise appointment of John
Dickins made possible an untroubled tran-
sition from the atmosphere of British colo-
nial administration to the new ways of
American freedom.

Within a few days of Washington's In-
auguration as First President of the United
States, the Methodist Conference convened
at John Street Church. Bishops Thomas
Coke and Francis Asbury were in joint
presidency of the Conference. By voice of
the Conference, a paper of congratulation
was presented to Washington by the Bish-
ops who went from John Street Church to
the Federal Building for formal appoint-
ment.

The first delegated General Conference
of the Methodist Episcopal Church met in
New York in the spring of 1812. All ses-
sions were in John Street Church, Embury's
chapel still being the house of worship. It
became increasingly clear, however, that a
larger church building was needed. In 1817
the old Chapel was demolished to make
way for a more commodious structure util-
izing two additional adjacent lots recently
acquired. This second building was dedi-



Second building 1818

cated the first Sunday of January 1818.
The stones of Embury's Chapel were laid
in the foundation of the new church.

As Manhattan Island grew northward
and Brooklyn developed across the East
River, the old, Dutch settlement became
more of a business center than a residen-
tial section. Pressure increased for the sale
of the John Street property and the use of
the proceeds for a new church further up-
town. Yet many in the congregation felt
that the John Street location should not be
abandoned but that it should be main-
tained, even at cost and hardship as Amer-
ican Methodism's original property. At
times the controversy was intense, even to
actual strife, but there wras always a loyal
group who held the property and admin-
istered the work.

In 1840 the city authorities ordered that
John Street should be widened. When the
lines were fixed, it appeared that the
church building would jut out several feet
into the proposed fairway. The Trustees,
Joseph Smith, President, decided to de-
molish the entire building and erect what
would be the third edifice upon the site.
This was done with great care. The church
then erected in 1841 remains until this day,
sound in structure, beautiful, commodious,
very worshipful. The foundations still hold

the stone of Embury's Chapel. Much of the
heavy structural elements are the stout
hand-hewn beams of the 1817 building.
The curved stairways leading to the sanc-
tuary, the pews and their wide floor boards,
the light brackets along the balcony, are
all from the 1817 structure. The work was
completed by James Harper, oldest of the
noted Harper Brothers, publishers, who
had succeeded Joseph Smith as Trustee
President upon the latter's sudden death in
an accident.

THE NEW CHARTER

In 1866 the Legislature of the State of
New York offered a special Charter to
John Street Church in recognition of the
Centennial of the church and American
Methodism and of the strategic position of
the church at the heart of the business dis-
trict of lower Manhattan. This Charter
would insure the perpetuity of the historic
church in Methodism by vesting the prop-
erty in a Board of Trustees to be elected
by and responsible to the General Confer-
ence. The original property must be main-
tained as the house of worship of an active
Methodist church. Bishop Edmund S. Janes
had secured the action of the State Legis-
lature and under his personal plea the



WESLEY CHAPEL at center of the John Street block—world famous painting by Joseph Beekman Smith.

1868 General Conference accepted the
Charter from the State. By virtue of this
unique instrument John Street Church is
the only Methodist Church belonging di-
rectly to the entire denomination. Since
1868 every succeeding General Conference
has received formal report from the Trus-
tees and has elected the Board for the en-
suing quadrennium.

Just prior to the demolishing of the orig-
inal chapel in 1817 Joseph Beekman
Smith, son of an active official of the
church, the Joseph Smith mentioned above,
skilled in art although less than twenty
years of age, made a series of drawings of
the Chapel and of the adjacent buildings.
In 1840 the artist made a similar drawing
of the second building before it was taken
down and followed that work with a draw-
ing of the third building at the time of its
dedication, 1841. Across the years he sup-
ervised several lithographs and engravings
based upon these three sets of drawings.
Sketches of the Rigging Loft and Embury's
dwelling also stand as in his work.

Smith's masterpiece is a superb painting
of the original chapel at the center of the
long block. The Smithsonian Institution in-
cluded it in the exhibit of American art at
the Brussels, Belgium, World's Fair, 1958;
and it was exhibited in the New York City

Building of the 1964 World's Fair. It has
been accorded this distinction because it is
regarded as the best extant original canvas
portraying a typical American colonial
church in its surroundings. The painting is
now the property of John Street Church
and is placed, on loan, in the Museum of
the City of New York, Fifth Avenue and
103rd Street, where it may be seen.

TODAY'S PROGRAM

Three major elements appear in today's
activity of John Street Church. First, the
structure and property are maintained as
the denomination's chief historic shrine. In
the twenty years since 1946 a total of over
$125,000 has been spent to preserve the
structural integrity of the building and to
restore the sanctuary in the dignity and
beauty of worship and service. This work
was achieved during the Trustee presi-
dency of Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Bish-
op Frederick B. Newell and Mr. Wilson P.
Tanner.

The final factor in the Restoration was
the gift of a 21-rank Skinner organ from
Mr. Henry Beers. It is gratifying that the
older, smaller instrument that graced the
church for so many years is still in active



"THE ORDINATION OF
FRANCIS ASBURY"—engrav-
ing from painting by Thomas
Coke Ruckle, grand-nephew
of Barbara Heck. The Ordi-
nation was administered by
Rev. Thomas Coke, Wesley's
representative, in Lovely
Lane Chapel, Baltimore,
December 25, 1784. Assisting
Coke were Rev. Richard
Whatcoat, Rev. Thomas
Vasey, and Rev. Philip
Otterbein from whose work
the Evangelical United
Brethren derive.

service at the Methodist Church, Lake
Ronkonkoma, Long Island. The funds re-
quired for all the Restoration were found
in denominational grants and the generous
consideration of friends of the church
among whom the late Ellis Phillips, Trus-
tee for many years, should be named.
There is no debt or obligation of any kind
upon either the property or the current
work. Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke conducted
the service of Rededication Sunday after-
noon, December 13, 1964.

The many fascinating and significant
trophies are displayed in the spacious room
below the sanctuary. The guest book car-
ries the signatures of people from every
State and numerous overseas countries.
The visitors present at the service of wor-
ship each Sunday morning at eleven dem-
onstate the world-wide ministry of the
church today.

Second, John Street plays a vital role
in the New York area of the Methodist
Church. Each year scores of ministers
bring their Confirmation Classes of young
people on official visit as part of their
instruction for church membership. Adult
groups from churches in the Area, or from
other Conferences, frequently are our
guests. Our very active Women's Society
of Christian Service takes an effective

place in the affairs of the Conference,
Area and denomination, supporting the
regular budget and numerous special proj-
ects. We are easy of access from all parts
of the city.

Third, situated midway between the City
Hall and Wall Street, John Street Church
is looked upon as the evangelical rallying
point for multitudes of people daily at
business in the congested lower city. The
sanctuary is open for rest, meditation,
prayer, worship, during the normal busi-
ness hours each weekday across the year.
Services of worship are held at noontime,
and luncheons are served for the many
business folk who must combine the needs
of the day and their desire for worship in
the short free time allotted in their sched-
ule. During Lent and Holy Week, at Christ-
mas, and other special seasons, always at
hours suitable to business people, services
are held that crowd the church. The min-
ister is readily available for counsel and
interview. It is hoped that the large apart-
ment house complexes to be located close

CLOCK sent to Wesley Chapel by John Wesley,
1769. LECTERN made by Philip Embury for Rig-
ging Loft. ALTAR RAIL established after Christ-
mas Conference, 1785. Rev. Arthur Bruce Moss,
Pastor Emeritus.
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Peter Williams John Street Methodist Church today

to the church will offer a new constituency.
Indeed, the active membership has in-
creased steadily the last few years.

John Street Church now enters its third
century of life. We hail the courage, devo-
tion, and faith of our founders. We salute
the tenacity, zeal, and hope of those who
maintained it across the long decades. We
pray for a double portion of their grace
and love. By the beautiful and worshipful
sanctuary, by the restful and uplifting in-
fluence of sacred music in services of true
worship, in the moments of personal inter-
view, John Street serves an amazing num-
ber of hungry people. The living Word of
God, the saving power of the Cross, the
indwelling wonder of the Spirit, still abide
at the ancient altar. It is God's House, in-
stinct with the Glory of His Presence.

PETER WILLIAMS

Peter Williams, the colored sexton of
Wesley Chapel, was one of the most highly
esteemed and widely known members of
the Society. His parents were slaves of a
wealthy family whose town-house stood on
Beekman Street. Peter was born in the
barn adjacent to this residence. In later
years he was wont to declare what it meant

to him to realize the similarity of his birth-
place to that of the Saviour.

As a young man, Peter passed into the
ownership of James Aymar, a tobacco
merchant. Becoming a regular attendant
upon the Methodist services in the Rigging
Loft, he was converted under the preach-

PASTORAL RECORD

In the total of 157 preachers assigned to John
Street from 1766 to date, 136 stood in the first
century and only 21 in the second. The chief rea-
sons for this disparity are: 1. Prior to the Rev-
olution the preachers exchanged posts with one
another every three or four months, making sev-
eral appearances at each post during the year.
2. After that, when the Methodist Episcopal
Church had been organized, the appointment was
to "New York Circuit" which soon came to em-
brace several other churches besides John Street
as well as a large number of preaching places at
some distance. Several men were sent to the
"Circuit" and then John Street saw them all a.s
they moved around among the various locations.
3. About 1840 John Street became a separate ap-
pointment or station, but even then, the preacher
stayed for only one year or two at the most.



PASTORAL RECORD
1 Philip Embury 1768-1770
2 Thomas Webb 1767-1770
3 Robert Williams 1769-1770
4 Richard Boardman 1769-1773
5 Joseph Pilmoor 1770-1773
6 Francis Asbury 1771-1773
7 Richard Wright 1772
8 Thomas Rankin 1773
9 George Shadford 1774

10 James Dempster 1775
11 Daniel Ruff 1776
12 John Mann 1777
13 Samuel Spraggs 1778-79-80-81-82
14 John Dickens 1783-84-86-87-88
15 John Hagerty 1785
16 John Tunnel 1786
17 Woodman Hickson 1787
18 Henry Willis 1788
19 Freeborn Garrettson 1788-89-1805
20 Robert Cloud 1789-90
21 John Merrick 1789
22 William Phoebus 1789-1811-12-14-15
23 Thomas Morrell 1790-91-92-93-1803
24 William Jessup 1790
25 Richard Whatcoat 1791
26 James Mann 1791
27 Lemuel Green 1792
28 George Strebeck 1792
29 Jacob Brush 1793
30 Daniel Smith 1793
31 E. Rogers 1793
32 Ezekiel Cooper 1794-1807-08
33 Lawrence McCoombs 1794
34 Wilson Lee 1795
35 John Clark 1795
36 George Roberts 1796-97-98
37 Andrew Nichols 1796
38 Joshua Wells 1797-98
39 William Beauchamp 1797
40 C. Stebbins 1798
41 John McClaskey 1799-1800-01
42 Thomas Sargent 1799-1801-02
43 Michael Coate 1799-1801-03-04
44 Jesse Lee 1800
45 Sylvester Hutchinson 1800
46 Daniel Ostrander 1801-16-17
47 John Wilson 1802-03-05-08
48 Ralph Williston 1803
49 Nicholas Snethen 1804-05
50 Samuel Merwin 1804-19-30-31
51 Aaron Hunt 1805-06-19-20

- 52 Truman Bishop 1806-07
53 Seth Crowell 1806-17-18
54 Francis Ward 1807-08
55 Phineas Peck 1807-08
56 Samuel Thomas 1807
57 William Thatcher 1808-09-15-16
58 Luman Andrus 1808-16
59 Eben Smith 1809-10
60 William Keith 1809
61 Nathan Bangs 1810-11-17-18
62 John Robertson 1801
63 James M. Smith 1810-11
64 Peter B. Sanford 1810-11-24-25-32-33
65 Laban Clark 1811-12-19
66 William Blagborne 1811-14
67 John Crawford 1812-13
68 Phineas Cook 1812-13
69 Samuel Cochran 1813-14
70 Phineas Rice 1813-23-24
71 Nathan Emory 1814
72 Marvin Richardson 1814-15-21-22
73 Thomas Drummond 1814
74 Ebenezer Washburn 1815-16-22-23
75 Aaron Sholefield 1815-16
76 Samuel Howe 1817-18
77 Thomas Thorp 1818
78 William Hibbard . . 1819-20

79 Tobias Spicer 1819-20
80 Nicholas Morris 1819-20
81 Joshua Soule 1820-21
82 Elijah Hebard 1820-21
83 William Ross 1821-22
84 Heman Bangs 1821-22-29-30
85 John Summerfield 1821-22
86 Stephen Martindale 1822-23-30-31
87 John B. Stratten 1823-24-34-35
88 Samuel Bushnell 1823
89 Ebenezer Brown 1823-24
90 Thomas Hason 1824
91 Henry Stead 1825-26
92 William Jewett 1825-26
93 Daniel DeVinne 1825-34-35
94 James Youngs 1825-26
95 Henry Chase 1825
96 Nicholas White 1826-27
97 Robert Seney 1826-27-35
98 Julius Field 1826-27
99 Thomas Burch ,-,.., 1827-28

100 Noah Levings th-&&/i>g$}. 1827-28
101 John J. Matthais 1827-28
102 Coles Carpenter 1828-29-33-36-37
103 George Coles 1828-29-32
104 Jesse Hunt 1828-29
105 Samuel Luckey 1829-30
106 Samuel D. Furguson 1829-30
107 Lewis Pease 1830-31

-108 Buell Goodsell 1830-31-38-39
109 Seymour Landon 1831-32
110 John Clark 1831
111 Bradley Sillick 1831
112 Cyrus Prindle 1831-32
113 J. Bowen 1832-33
114 Fitch Reed 1833-34
115 J. C. Green 1833-34
116 J. C. Tackaberry 1834-35
117 L. Mead 1835-36
118 E, E. Griswold 1835-36
119 J. Covel, Jr 1836-37
120 A. Z. Nichols 1836-37
121 A. S. Francis 1837
122 C. K. True 1837
123 William K. Stopford 1840-41-52
124 Valentine Buck 1842-43-48-49
125 A. Rogers 1844-45
126 E. Crawford 1846-47
127 G. Brown 1850-51
128 Hiram Mattison 1853
129 George S. Hare 1854
130 Nathan Tibbals 1855-56
131 Charles E. Harris 1857-58
132 Edmund L. Janes 1859-60
133 William K. Milburn 1861-62
134 James M. Carroll 1863
135 Samuel C. Keeler 1864
136 Rufus C. Putney 1865
137 William H. DePuy 1866-67-68
138 William P. Corbit 1869
139 Levi S. Weed 1870-71-72-1880
140 Nathan G. Cheney 1873-74-75
141 Moses L. Scudder 1876
142 Benjamin T. Abbott 1877-78-79
143 Charles C. Lasby 1881-82
144 Arthur B. Sanford 1883-84-85
145 John L. Peck 1886-87
146 Wellesley W. Bowdish 1888-89-90
147 Francis G. Howell 1891-92-93-94-95
148 Millard F. Compton 1896-97
149 Joseph Lee 1898
150 Wilbert E. Blakeman 1899-1900
151 J. Wesley Johnston 1901-1910
152 Lewis R. Streeter 1910-1921
153 Francis Bourne Upham 1922-1935
154 Robert Henry Dolliver 1935-1945
155 Arthur Bruce Moss 1946-1958
156 David B. Chamberlain 1959-1962
157 Richard L. Francis 1963-



William Wilberforce

William Wilberforce (1759-1833),
evangelical layman, fought the slave traffic.
John Wesley denounced the slave traffic
and urged Wilberforce to continue
his condemnation of it.

Captain Thomas Webb

ing of Capt. Thomas Webb, with whom
warm friendship grew. Soon after its dedi-
cation, Peter became sexton of Wesley
Chapel, remaining in that office for many
years. He married Mary Dunham, slave in
a family that had come from the West
Indies. They occupied the small residence
on the John Street property as they served
the church and the itinerant preachers.

After the Revolution, Peter's owner re-
turned to England. The Church Trustees
bought Peter from him in private sale for
40 pounds, in order to prevent the in-
dignity of this notable Christian being
placed at public auction. Across the next
two years the Church Treasurer's records
show several entries, as Peter repaid this
purchase-price in installments. In due time
after the final payment, November 4, 1785,
the Trustees enacted a formal Paper of
Emancipation, which still stands in the
City's records, and is in the possession of
his descendants.

Peter entered the tobacco business, ac-
quiring property and becoming a leader of
his race. At a later date, he aided in
financing and building the Mother Zion
Church; but his loyalty to Wesley Chapel
never waned until his death in 1823. The
noted Dr. William Phoebus conducted his

funeral service in John Street Church,
which was crowded to overflowing.

An artist from St. Domingo made a
tempora portrait of Peter which remains
among our trophies. Joseph Beekman
Smith, who knew Peter very well, placed
him on duty at the entrance of the Chapel
in every drawing and painting he made of
our first building. This tribute to his devo-
tion is his abiding epitaph.

JOHN STREET METHODIST CHURCH. The present

building is the third to occupy the historic John

Street property. It was dedicated by Bishop

Elijah Redding, April 27, 1841, in the Trustee

presidency of James Harper, one of the founders

of the publishing firm, Harper Brothers. The
structural beams, wide-board flooring, entrance
stairway and rails, pews and gallery light-brack-
ets, are elements preserved from the preceding
building of 1817. Completely restored and beau-
tified—The First Shrine of American Methodism
•—John Street Church serves today's throngs with
the spirit of warm friendliness of the founders,
in the Name of Christ, our Lord and Master.
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Rev. Richard L. Francis, D.D. Rev. Charles B. Warren, D.D. Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke, D.D. Ph.D.

Dr. Francis was born in New York City,
educated at New York University and
Union Theological, doing post-graduate
work at Biblical Seminary and Columbia
University.

He was ordained in the Methodist Church
in the New York East Conference in 1944.

He has served Maspeth Methodist Church
in Queens, St. Paul's Methodist Church in
Brooklyn and First Methodist Church in
Flushing.

From 1960 to 1963 he was the Executive
Secretary of the Brooklyn Division of the
Protestant Council. In June 1963 he was
appointed by Bishop Wicke to be the 157th
pastor of the historic John Street Methodist
Church, the only Evangelical Church serv-
ing the Wall Street and financial area of
the city.

Dr. Warren is District Superintendent
of the Metropolitan District of the New
York Conference, was ordained and be-
came a member in full connection in the
West Texas Conference in 1937.

In 1940 he became pastor of the Taylor
Memorial Methodist Church in Oakland,
California.

In 1958 he was transferred to the New
York Conference and was appointed pastor

of St. Mark's Methodist Church in New
York City where the church grew and pros-
pered under his ministry. In 1964 he was
appointed District Superintendent of the
New York Conference.

Dr. Warren has become one of our most
popular Superintendents, winning the high
esteem of both laymen and ministers of his
District.

Bishop Wicke was born in Cleveland,
Ohio, received his A.B. degree from Bald-
win Wallace, B.D. from Drew Theological
Seminary, his D.D. from Baldwin Wallace
and Ph.D. from Drew Theological Seminary.

He has held pastorates in the Newark
Conference and was District Superintendent
of the Jersey City District after which he
became pastor of the Mount Lebanon Meth-
odist Church in Pittsburgh, Pa., and from
there was elected Bishop of the Methodist
Church in 1948, serving as Bishop of the
Pittsburgh area until 1960. In 1960 he be-
came the Resident Bishop of the New
York Area, which includes the New York
and Troy Conferences.

^
LOVE FEAST CUP held by Wilson P. Tanner, Pres-
ident, Board of Trustees. PHILIP EMBURY'S BIBLE,
with which he dedicated Wesley Chapel, held by
Dr. Franklin S. Chance, Chairman, Trustee Prop-
erty Committee.
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